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October	2020.	
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predictive	 coding	during	naturalistic	 sentence	 comprehension.	32th	CUNY	Conference	on	Human	
Sentence	Processing.	Boulder,	CO,	March	2019.	
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linguistic	processing.	Society	for	the	Neurobiology	of	Language	8th	meeting.	London,	UK,	Aug	2016.	

[28] Blank,	I.	&	Fedorenko,	E.	Different	high-level	language	regions	integrate	information	over	the	same	
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[29] Chai,	L.R.,	Mattar,	M.G.,	Blank,	I.,	Fedorenko,	E	&	Bassett,	D.S.	Functional	network	dynamics	of	the	
language	system.	Biomedical	Engineering	Society	annual	meeting.	Tampa,	FL,	Oct	2015.	
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language	system.	Society	for	Neuroscience	Conference.	Chicago,	IL,	Oct	2015.	
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E.,	Kanwisher,	N.	&	Fedorenko,	E.	Neural	activity	in	the	fronto-temporal	 language	system	predicts	
online	 language	 comprehension	 difficulty.	 Annual	 Society	 for	 the	 Neurobiology	 of	 Language	
Conference.	Chicago,	IL,	Oct	2015.	

[32] Paunov,	A.,	Blank,	I.	&	Fedorenko,	E.	The	language	network	and	the	Theory	of	Mind	network	show	
synchronized	 activity	 during	 naturalistic	 language	 comprehension.	 Annual	 Society	 for	 the	
Neurobiology	of	Language	Conference.	Chicago,	IL,	Oct	2015.	

[33] Blank,	 I.	&	Fedorenko,	E.	The	 functional	dissociation	between	the	 language	and	cognitive	control	
systems	persists	in	subcortical	and	cerebellar	regions.	Biennial	Conference	on	Resting	State	and	Brain	
Connectivity.	Cambridge,	MA,	Sept	2014.	

[34] Blank	 I.	 &	 Fedorenko	 E.	 Inter-subject	 correlations	 of	 cortical	 activity	 during	 natural	 language	
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Neurobiology	of	Language	Conference.	Amsterdam,	Netherlands,	Aug	2014.	

[35] Bainbridge,	W.A.,	 Isola,	P.,	Blank,	 I.	&	Oliva,	A.	Establishing	a	Database	 for	Studying	Human	Face	
Photograph	Memory.	Proceedings	of	the	34th	annual	meeting	of	the	Cognitive	Science	Society	Meeting,	
1302-1307.	Sapporo,	Japan,	Aug	2012.	

[36] Blank,	 I.,	Wolf,	L.	&	Yovel,	G.	Tolerance	 is	 tolerance	of	similarities:	behavioral	and	computational	
evidence	 for	 a	 view-tolerant	 identity	 representation	 in	 face-space.	Annual	Vision	 Sciences	 Society	
Meeting.	Naples,	FA,	May	2012.	

[37] Blank,	I.	&	Yovel,	G.	Is	face-space	a	solution	to	the	invariance	problem?	Annual	Vision	Sciences	Society	
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Invited	Talks	(2015	onward	only)	
What	roles	do	executive	functions	play	in	naturalistic	language	processing?	
	 Abralin	ao	Vivo:	Linguists	Online	 2021	June	 	
	 UC	Merced,	Cognitive	and	Information	Sciences	Department	Colloquium	 2021	May	
	 UCLA,	Department	of	Linguistics,	Psycholinguistics	Seminar	 2020	Nov	
	 California	State	University	Northridge,	Psychology	Department	Colloquium	 2020	Nov	

fMRI	evidence	against	syntactic	selectivity	in	the	core	language	network	
	 UCLA,	Department	of	Linguistics,	Psycholinguistics	Seminar	 2021	Apr	

Keynote:	Understanding	NLP’s	blackbox	with	the	brain’s	blackbox	and	vice	versa	 	
	 BlackboxNLP	 2020	Nov	

Complex	world	knowledge	from	simple	linguistic	input	
	 “Learning	from	Language”	workshop	 2020	Aug	

When	we	“know	the	meaning”	of	a	word,	what	kind	of	knowledge	do	we	have?	
	 University	of	Pisa,	Department	of	Philology,	Literature	and	Linguistics,	seminar	 2019	May	
	 MIT,	Language	and	Computation	seminar	series	 2018	April	
	 Harvard	University,	Language	and	Cognition	seminar	series	 2018	March	
	 Harvard	University,	Gershman	Group	meeting	 2018	Feb	
	 UCLA,	Psychology	Department	 2017	Dec	

Understanding	how	humans	understand	 2017	Dec	
	 UCLA,	Psychology	Department	

The	functional	architecture	of	language	comprehension	mechanisms:	fundamentals	 2017	Jan	
	 Bar-Ilan	University,	Linguistics	Department	Colloquium	



	 Tel	Aviv	University,	School	of	Psychology	Colloquium	
	 Hebrew	University	of	Jerusalem,	Psychology	Department	Colloquium	

Brain	networks	that	support	language	processing	 2015	Oct	
	 Harvard	University,	Society	for	Brain,	Mind	and	Behavior	 	

The	functional	architecture	of	language	comprehension	mechanisms	 2015	May	
	 Harvard	University,	Language	and	Cognition	seminar	series	 	

Funding	
Hellman	Fellow,	UCLA	 $20,000	 	 2021-2022	

NIDCD/NIH	1R01DC016950-01A1	 	 2019-2024	
Role:	Co-I	(Co-PIs:	Swathi	Kiran,	Evelina	Fedorenko)	
Functional	reorganization	of	the	language	and	domain-general	multiple	demand	systems	in	aphasia	

Awards	and	Fellowships	
Honorable	Mention,	Society	for	the	Neurobiology	of	Language	 2020	
Travel	Award,	Society	for	the	Neurobiology	of	Language	 2016	
Walle	Nauta	Award	for	continuing	dedication	to	teaching,	MIT,	BCS	 2016	
Jerrold	J.	Katz	Young	Scholar	Award,	CUNY	conference	on	human	sentence	processing	 2015	
Walle	Nauta	Award	for	continuing	dedication	to	teaching,	MIT,	BCS	 	 2015	
Mark	Gronenberg	Fellowship,	MIT,	BCS	 	 2015	
Angus	MacDonald	Award	for	excellence	in	undergraduate	teaching,	MIT,	BCS	 	 2014		
John	S.	W.	Kellet	award	(LGBT	service),	award	convocation,	MIT	 	 2013	
Henry	E.	Singleton	Fellowship,	MIT,	BCS	 	 2012	

Teaching	Experience	and	Related	Employment	(2015	onward	only)	
PSYCH	263:	Psycholinguistics	 	 2021	
	 UCLA	graduate	course	

PSYCH	124A:	Language	as	a	Cognitive	Science	 	 2019-2021	
	 UCLA	undergraduate	course	

PSYCH	85:	Introduction	to	Cognitive	Science	 2019-2021	
UCLA	undergraduate	course	

General	Linear	Model	for	fMRI	Data	Analysis																																																													 2015-16,	2018-21	
One-day	workshop	at	MIT’s	outreach	undergraduate	program	 	

Guest	Lecturer	
The	Neural	Basis	of	Language	
	 UCSB,	“Psychology	of	Language”	(Undergraduate,	LING	127)	 2021	
	 UCLA,	“Language	and	Cognitive	Development”	(Graduate,	PSYCH	240A)	 2020	
	 Hunter	College,	“Brains,	Minds,	and	Machines”	(Undergraduate,	SCI	111)	 2018	
	 MIT,	“Cognitive	Science”	(Graduate,	9.012)	 	 2017-20	



	 MIT,	“Systems	Neuroscience”	(Graduate,	9.011)	 	 2017-18	
	 Harvard,	“Language,	Structure,	Cognition”	(Undergraduate;	Ling	83)	 2016	
	 MIT,	“Behavioral	Neuroscience”	(Undergraduate,	9.10)	 2015-17	

From	fMRI	data	to	activation	maps	 	 2016	
	 MIT,	“Functional	MRI	of	the	Human	Brain”	(Undergraduate,	9.71)	

Mentoring	(since	joining	UCLA	only)	
Post-doctoral	scientists	
	 Melodie	Yen	 	 2019-present	
	 Bryor	Snefjella	 	 2019-2021	

Undergraduate	research	assistants	 	
	 Nila	Elumalai	 volunteer	 2021-	|	1	quarter	
	 Audrey	Lai	 volunteer	 2021-	|	2	quarters	
	 Shahar	Mazooz	 volunteer	 2021-	|	2	quarters	
	 Emin	Nabiev	 196B	 2021-	|	2	quarters	
	 Jiani	Li	 volunteer	 2020-	|	3	quarters	
	 Ashley	Kim	 volunteer	 2020-	|	3	quarters	
	 Nashif	Iqbal	 volunteer	 2020	|	2	quarters	
	 Kelly	Zhou	 volunteer	 2020	|	2	quarters	
	 Hannah	Guo	 199A	 2020-2021	|	5	quarters	
	 Jasmine	Kay	 196B	 2020	|	3	quarters	

Graduate	Committees	
	 Brittany	Drake	 Dissertation	 PI	Stanton	 2021-present	
	 Nicholas	Ichien	 C-Paper	 PI	Lu	 2021	
	 Catherine	Walsh	 C-Paper	 PI	Rissman	 2021	
	 Michelle	Luna	 Dissertation		 PI	Sandhofer	 2020-present	
	 Gwendolyn	Price	 Dissertation	 PI	Sandhofer	 2020-present		
	 Maggie	Yeh	 Dissertation	 PI	Liu	 2020-present	

Other	
	 Ebrahim	Feghhi	 NSIDP	Rotation	 	 2021	fall	

Training	and	Workshops	
HHMI	&	UCLA	Inclusive	Excellence	Institute,	UCLA	 2020	February 
Basic	mediation	skills	training	(32	hours),	MIT	 2013	January	

Professional	Service	
Ad-hoc	reviewer:	Nature	Communications,	Brain	and	Behavioral	Sciences,	PNAS,	
Human	Brain	Mapping,	NeuroImage,	Cognitive	Science,	Cerebral	Cortex,	Cortex,	
Language	Cognition	and	Neuroscience,	Journal	of	the	Neurobiology	of	Language	

Reviewing	Committee,	Conference	on	Computational	Linguistics	(COLING)	 2020	
Reviewing	Committee,	AMLaP	Conference	 2020	
Reviewing	Committee,	California	Meeting	on	Psycholinguistics	(CAMP)	 2019,	2021	



Reviewing	Committee,	CUNY	Annual	Meeting	on	Human	Sentence	Processing	 2018-2021	
Reviewing	Committee,	Society	for	the	Neurobiology	of	Language	Annual	Meeting	 2018-9,	2021	
Organizing	committee,	CUNY	Annual	Meeting	on	Human	Sentence	Processing		 2017	

Other	Service	(since	joining	UCLA	only)	
Member,	UCLA	Psychology	department,	Teaching	Points	Committee	 2021	
Alternate	member,	UCLA	Psychology	department,	Merit	Review	Committee	 2021	
Member,	UCLA	Psychology	department,	Diversity	Issues	Committee	 2020-2021	
Member,	UCLA	Psychology	department,	Cognitive	Science	Major	Committee	 2020-2021	
Coordinator,	UCLA	Psychology	department,	Cognitive	Area	PhD	interview	weekend	 2020	


